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desiring my opinions. I am opposed to the whole thing,
and regret that our Minister should have pressed our naval
officers to take any part in the fight with the Japanese. It
appears to me to have been unnecessary to say the least,
and this English compliment is designed to fasten us more
closely with the allies against a people who have mani-
fested more friendly feelings towards us than any Christian
power. Mr. Thurlow Weed and Mr. Pruyn may be bene-
fited. They have the money of the Japanese in their
pockets.

At Cabinet to-day Seward, Pessenden, and Stanton were
absent, the three most important of all who should be pre-
sent at these meetings. The President was very pleasant
over a bit of news in the Richmond papers, stating the
fleet appeared off Fort Fisher, one gunboat got aground
and was blown up. He thinks it is the powder vessel which
has made a sensation. It will not surprise me if this is the
fact. I have at no time had confidence in the expedient.
But though the powder-boat may fail, I hope the expedi-
tion will not. It is to be regretted that Butler went with
the expedition, for though possessed of ability as a civilian
he has shown no very great military capacity for work like
this. But he has Weitzel and if he will rely on him all may
be well. I am apprehensive from what I have heard that
too large a portion of the troops are black or colored, but
fear there are too few of either kind, and no first-rate mili-
tary officers to command and direct them. The Navy will,
I think, do well. It is a new field for Porter, who has been
amply supplied with men and boats.

December 28, Wednesday. I received a dispatch last even-
ing about midnight, from Lieutenant-Commander Preston
on board the Santiago de Cuba at Fortress Monroe, having
been sent off from Wilmington by Admiral Porter. The
information is not altogether satisfactory. The powder-
boat was blown up about three hundred yards from Fort
Fisher, No mention is made of results. I apprehend noth-